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Climate Change,

Planning & Planners

= \WWhy planners need to be involved

= The new APA position on climate change

= Influencing action
* Federal
* State
* Local
 Within the planning community
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Why Planners Need To Be Involved
with Climate Change

= Climate change will significantly affect
the communities planners serve and the
Issues we address.

= Planners are uniquely positioned to play a
significant role in mitigating and adapting
to climate change.
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77~\ Some basics ...
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The current state of knowledge
related to climate change.
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Gulf coast effects of sea level rise
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-~ " Sealevel rise projected during 21 century
* 0.48 m to 0.94 m under current trends

o 7 m if Greenland ice sheet melts
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So why planners?
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We’re uniquely positioned ...

= Technical expertise in relevant issue areas
& In connections between issues

= Expertise in designing processes to engage,
build consensus among diverse interests &
stakeholders

= Responsibility to advise elected officials &
other policy-makers

= “On the ground” nationwide (@

sssssssss

APA 2008 Conference

sssssssss

The new APA Policy
/@ Guide on Climate
\/

Change
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Adopted Sunday by the APA Board
of Directors!
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Influencing
Action
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What does this mean to me?

At the Federal Level

= Policy Guide is the official position of the
APA organization

= Use in discussion & advocacy on
legislation

= Share relevant sections with legislators

= Establish APA leadership role among
professional and interest organizations
i i ©
involved nationally \9,
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At the State Level

= Share relevant sections with Governors,
State legislatures, state agencies

= To support specific legislation

= As planning input for state-level climate
change action plans

= Establish APA leadership role among
professional and interest organizations in
your state
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At the Local Level

= As the basis for education of elected &
appointed officials & citizens

= To support efforts to include climate
change in municipal, county, regional
plans

= To support action on local initiatives

= For planning leadership within your
community or region \@
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Within the Planning Community

= Share information about science & policy
Issues

= Basis for Chapter and Section programs,
policies, training sessions,
communications

= Starting point for additional discussion &
sharing of ‘best practices’ for action

sssssssss

APA 2008 Conference COMMUNITY

Malking great
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happen ...
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... means planners should use their
expertise to take a leadership role on
this critical issue
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The Climate
Change Policy
Guide gives
planners a basis for

srcerc action and a tool for

COMMUNITY

SOLUTIONS inﬂuence.

Karen Walz FAICP
karen@planforaction.com
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